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Goals of the Program
● To help stop the spread of COVID-19.
● To keep our schools healthy and safe.
● Identifying asymptomatic students (students who show no symptoms of 

COVID-19.)
● Gain confidence of BPS students, families and staff.



Techniques to reduce COVID exposure at school 

Monitor for Symptoms Wear a mask Hand Hygiene 

Physical Distancing Extra Cleaning Pool COVID testing at 
school

https://www.bostonpublicschools.org/Page/8427


Quick Definitions 

Types of Tests

PCR ● Nasal Swab
● Results available in 24hrs or more
● Tests for RNA (genetic material) of the coronavirus
● Can detect the virus within days of infection, even those who have no 

symptoms
● Can most accurately detect presence of virus - “Gold standard”

Antigen ● Nasal Swab
● Frequently called a “rapid test”

○ Results available in 15 minutes
● Tests for specific protein that is found on the coronavirus only
● In some circumstances, may require additional confirmation from a PCR 

test



Who can participate?

-ONLY students with a consent form signed by parents/guardians will be 
tested.

You can OPT OUT (change your mind) at any time by contacting us.

 



Who can participate?

-Testing at school is ONLY for students who are ASYMPTOMATIC  (do 
not have symptoms). 

Symptomatic (sick) students need to STAY HOME and obtain testing at 
their doctors/community testing location.



What is the 
test like?

-The test is an 
“anterior nasal” 
gentle swab 

(only the front part 
of your nose).



Testing by Grade

-Students in grade 2+ will be able to swab themselves (with guidance)

Students in prek-grade 1 will have adult help with testing.



Please Note...
-If you sign a consent and your child 
cannot/will not self swab, we will try to help 
swab them, but we will NOT force a child to 
test. 



How does pool testing work?
-Students will be grouped into groups of 5-10 kids.

-Tests from these 5-10 kids will be placed together in 1 test tube.

-This group of 5-10 kids makes up one “pool”.

6 kids                                                         6 swabs (1 per kid)                                     1 pool/ 1 result



How does pool testing work?
-The test tubes will go to the lab and be tested.

-Results come back in 24-48 hours.

-Results are NOT specific to the individual child. The result is for the 

entire GROUP. 



The result is for the entire GROUP/POOL. 

Pool/Group 1 = Negative
All kids in group 1= Negative

Pool/Group 2= Positive
All kids in group 2= Possibly positive



Results
-If the pool is NEGATIVE parents are NOT notified and ALL children 

within this pool can STAY in school.

Pool/Group 1 = Negative
All kids in group 1= Negative



What happens if the pool (group) is 
positive? (1st test)

ALL students from the pool automatically get a rapid test and a PCR at 

the school done by CIC Health. 
                       6 students                                          6 swabs (1 per student)                     6 individual rapid results



What happens next?
1. If one of the students in the pool has a POSITIVE Rapid test, the student has 

COVID-19  and they need to go home and isolate (stay at home) per protocol (10+ days, 

24 hours fever free without medicine, improving symptoms).

2. All other students in this group who have a Negative Rapid test may stay in school.

For…
-10 Days
-Fever free 24 hours
-Improving Symptoms





What happens if the pool (group) is 
positive but they all have NEGATIVE rapid 
tests?

1. If the pool is positive, but ALL STUDENTS test negative on the Rapid test, all 

students will need to go home until results from PCR test come back.



What happens if my child’s PCR TEST 
comes back POSITIVE?

If PCR test is POSITIVE, child ISOLATES (stays at home) for 10+ days per 

protocol.

For…
-10 Days
-Fever free 24 
hours
-Improving 
Symptoms



What happens if the PCR TEST comes 
back NEGATIVE?

If PCR test is NEGATIVE, the child can come back to school.



When can my child return to school if 
they are sent home because the pool 
was positive, and ALL children had 
negative rapid results?

Your child can return to school when the PCR test is NEGATIVE.

Negative
PCR Test



1st Pool Test= Negative = 
Stay in School/No Call



1st Pool Test= Positive= 

Rapid and PCR Test done in school by CIC 
Health



1st Pool Test= 
Positive = 

2nd Rapid Test= 
Positive= 

ISOLATE/No school 10 days per protocol



1st Pool Test= 
Positive

2nd Rapid Test= 
5 out of 6 students = Negative

 
5 out of 6 students back to class 

 



1st Pool Test= 
Positive =

 
2nd Rapid Test= 

6 out of 6 test Negative 

6 out of 6 students receive PCR test

All students go home and wait for PCR results



Outcome from PCR Test

3rd PCR Test done in school=
Positive = 

ISOLATE/No school 10 days per protocol
OR

Negative =
Return to school



What to Expect

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwLspzW8EeI
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